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of examining the situation on the spot and reporting to the Government
about the improvements which are required. His report is being
published as a White Paper, and will be available in the Vote Office
before the House rises this evening.

The Government and the House are indebted to him for the manner
in which he has discharged this responsible task. His report calls
attention to a considerable number of matters in which improvement
is urgently required. At the same time, he has rightly recognized the
difficulties which have had to be faced by the authorities charged
with these matters, and he has presented what is I think a very fair
and helpful picture of the situation. It is important, in arriving at
a judgment on these matters, to realize that the task of providing
suitable amenities for troops serving in the East is far more intricate
and harder than for troops serving under European conditions. The
great spaces to be covered, the lack of ordinary European amenities
of life anywhere except in large towns, and the small numbers of
European women who can devote their services voluntarily to the
provision of amenities, are great handicaps. The Government of
India, since 1942, have had to receive a very large increase in the
number of European troops in India, and their resources have been
strained to the utmost to provide accommodation and to fulfil military
construction programmes essential for operations. A great deal has
been done to improve and expand welfare facilities for the British
Forces, but clearly more can be achieved if additional resources and
personnel can be provided from outside India.

The Government will apply themselves energetically to this problem.
The Government of India and the South-East Asia Command have
already been asked for a detailed statement of the help they require to
make good the deficiencies in the welfare field to which Lord Munster
has drawn attention.

One of our first concerns is, naturally, the welfare of the sick and
wounded. Lord Munster visited 34 hospitals in the course of his tour.
I am glad to say that he reports from a layman's point of view that he
is satisfied that the medical facilities are maintained at a high standard
of efficiency, in spite of the administrative difficulties of an extended
front and poor communications. He has drawn attention to certain
shortages of medical personnel in India. These are the reflection of
general shortages. Every effort is being made to improve the position,
but the Government have to pay regard to the many other claims,
both civilian and Service, on the available supply of doctors and
nurses. Consideration is being given urgently to his proposal that
further numbers of the Voluntary Aid Detachment should be sent out
to India, and to the other proposals he makes to improve the present
position.